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How well 1 remember that tea-party! The lovely
garden, the well-fed people, the cakes and coffee and Iced
champagne cup, and my hostess saying: "Hitler? A
house-painter! He's trying to climb to power on the
shoulders of von Papen!"

Do people ever look back on their lives and reflect that
they may be as wrong in their present opinions as they
were In their past beliefs? Cromwell did, when he wrote
to a friend entreating him " in the bowels of Jesus Christyy
to consider whether he might not be mistaken. So did
Darwin, who was always alive to the possibility of error
in his work. While writing The Origin of Species he
observed that facts which ran counter to his theory were
quickly forgotten by him, while those confirming it were
always present in his mind; so every month he carefully
wrote down everything that did not tally with the Theory
of Evolution, and kept the list constantly before him.
Would that such integrity were commoner.

Until the Machtangreifung, the question of the Polish
Corridor seemed to be leading straight to war, as it seems
to be again, while these lines are being written. We must
hope that once more appearances are deceptive. Under the
Weimar Republic nothing permanent could have been
arranged with Poland, but Hitler very quickly made a
ten-year pact with Marshal Pilsudski. Colonel Beck was
one of Pilsudski's friends, and carries on his tradition.
Undoubtedly he is one of the cleverest diplomats in
Europe. He knows the methods of the Comintern from
A to Z, and may have convinced our Government of
the impossibility of making the Communists fight our
battles.

If the National Socialists had not come to power it is
conceivable that the Germans might have turned to Com-
munism, with fatal results for Europe. As Stalin wrote
to a German Jew in 1923: